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From the Seneschal:
I bid you good greetings, fair Gentles. It is my pleasure to be Seneschal over these
bounteous lands of ours as we near our goal of becoming an officially united
group. Many of our members have been working together for some time, and the
official recognition will be welcome - and well-earned. I am most pleased, as likely
were many of you, that at our last Moot not only did we have officers for all posts, but
also (Huzzah!) ample deputies that no-one should feel over-burdened. It is ever so
much more fair when each of us has the option to be part of the leadership or not, as
our lives and interests dictate. I am greatly encouraged as I see our newer members
receiving the acclaim they deserve, and see also more new members. This Game of
ours has the ability to become a family for many of us, and it is good to see our family
grow. At the same time, I do not want to dismiss by any means the effort that some of
our long-standing members put into making this truly welcoming and enjoyable for all. It
is only as new and old work together, as I see happening, that we can become more
than the sum of our parts. I am greatly encouraged by the work I see happening (and
the work that is unseen, but vital) and the way that Caer Gwynt is coming together.
I want us to be welcoming. I will be making more of an effort to show up at the
occasional practice, and get to know more people. Please, feel free to introduce
yourself to me (long brown hair with rainbow undertones). If I look aloof, it is not by
design (I promise!) but more a lack of ease in unfamiliar situations/places. I suspect I am
not alone in this; let's help each other to be more at ease and thus more better enjoy
our Dream.
I am Your Seneschal. If there is something I may do (or stop doing!) to make the SCA
more fun for you, please let me know, FB works best to find me. I'm a librarian; I may
not have an answer, but I'll find the information or person who does for you. If you
have concerns, I am here to try to help resolve them. They are not empty words when
I sign '[Yours] In Service.'
Well come to our newly uniting Caer Gwynt.

In Service, Marketa"

News!
We signed petitions for our name and device at the April Moot. Those petitions are on
their way to Kingdom / Heralds and we are hopeful for approval.
Lots of deputies assigned at the moot as well. Nice job everyone!
Remember that Baroness Wars is coming up. The scenario was played out at Rites of
Spring for the Shires with Carrig Ban against the other Baronies of the Midlands!
We need to work on our gift(s) for the Heart of the Midlands challenge. Genevieve was
in charge of coordinating this.
Oswyn’s bid for Maidens was accepted however the Union is not available as a backup.
Oswyn will work with Ursus on the Armory.

Romancing the Glass
Oswyn of Baðon
Here is a story 35 years in the making.
One of the things I loved most about going to the mall with my parents as a child was seeing some of the artisans
there. In particular, we seemed to have a glassworker that was there often. He would take glass rods with a hothead
torch and bend it into shapes. Of course, I owned a lot of glass winged horses (don’t correct me on this; we will have
a very long debate). Over time of course, some broke.
Flash forward to college. I left my glass at home of course. I was eventually suckered in Ceramic Science and
Engineering. I learned a lot about glass though. On to graduate school where I learned even more about glass. My
roommate was learning to immobilize nuclear waste as glass. You can get some pretty cool colors from nuclear
waste. Fairly low radioactivity too. He also learned about toxic metals. Ah fun times.
After grad school, I moved out here. I decided I wanted to do stained glass. I bought a whole bunch of stuff to do it.
I had also bought about $5000 worth of legos on credit cards. I didn’t make good decisions back then. I sold it all
before declaring bankruptcy.
Flash forward to about 5 years ago. I had decided that I wanted to revisit stained glass. I liked glass. I knew a lot
about glass. I was a terrible artist but stained glass felt more like construction or puzzles than art. I took a class at
the local glass studio. Ahh. The sound of cracking glass had me hooked. Interestingly enough, there was a young
man in this glass class and his parents were material scientists. We happened to talk one day. They knew my thesis
professors from Grad School. Small world.
So since that first class, I have had several more. I do stained glass and some fused glass. I do not care for lead came.
While lead is more period and in some ways easier, there is a much bigger mess at the end. For me, I must be
inspired. I have sold one piece and I didn’t enjoy it. I have given away a lot of it. My glass work is a piece of me. It is
a piece of my joy. If you receive one, it means something about you inspired me and I want you to have a physical
remembrance of that.
How to make fused tokens:
I am glad people have enjoyed the fused tokens I have done. They are really easy. First thing to remember for fused
glass is that you must use glass with the same COE (co-efficient of expansion). While you are not guaranteed cracks
if you don’t use the same COE, that is the most likely result. Two, get some black opaque glass, white opaque glass,
and some red glass (doesn’t have to be opaque). Red is the most expense glass color because it is often made with
gold and if not, those are pretty rare and heavy ions in it. Cut the black glass into 1” squares. I use a strip cutter and
t-squares. Then cut the white into 0.75” squares and the red into 0.5” squares. Use a tiny drop of glass glue or suave
liquid hairspray (yes!) and glue the three pieces into a sandwich centered as best you can. If you have a kiln, great.
Crank it up to do a full fuse. If not, take it to the glass store and pay to use theirs. You have to slowly heat and cool
the glass in the fuse or you will shatter it due to thermal shock. Glass is an insulator, not a conductor. It takes a lot
of heat and time to change its temperature. But it tends to hold on it that heat for a long time. After the fusing, you
will have a single piece like that tokens.
Glass tends to want to be ~0.25” thick due to surface tension. Sheets of glass tend to be 1/8” thick. So you need to
use at least two sheets or the final piece will be smaller than you think. Glue a jump ring to the back and you have a
quick token.

Upcoming Events
May
19-21

Ragnorck Rampage

Barony of Carrig Ban

Dixon, IL

27-28

Spring Crown and Kingdom A&S

Barony of Shadowwed Stars

Fort Wayne, IN

3

Marshal RUM

Barony of the Flame

Lousiville, KY

9-11

Border Skirmish XiV

Kingdom of Northshield

Elkhorn, WI

9-11

Equestrian and Animal Husbandry

Shire of Riviere Constelle

Princeton, IN

30 –2

Simple Day

Barony of Sternfeld

Danville, IN

8

Day of Playe 2

Canton of Rokkehealdan

Gilberts, IN

14-16

Swine and Roses

Barony of White Waters

Tippecanoe, IN

29-13

PENNSIC

Kingdom of Aethlemearc

Slippery Rock, PA

Baroness Wars

Shire of Swordcliff

Taylorville, IL

June

July

August
25-27

Regular Local Events and Meetings
Rapier Practice

1pm

Every Sunday

South Quad / Stock Pavilion at UIUC

Arts and Crafts Welcome as well
Open A&S night

7-9 pm

5/22 Monday

4th Floor Illini Union

Midsummer’s Moot

????

June 4th

Kegg’s place

Name the Newsletter! Please submit suggestions to Oswyn at oswyn969@gmail.com.

What we are up to?

